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Come contrassegnare le risposte sul foglio per le risposte:

IK
Come correggere gli errori sul foglio per le risposte:

Firma breveLa risposta esatta ricopiata
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INDICAZIONI GENERALI

Leggi con attenzione tutte le indicazioni e seguile. 
Non voltare la pagina e non risolvere i quesiti finché non lo permetterà il responsabile dell’aula d’esame. 
Incolla gli adesivi di identificazione su tutti i materiali d’esame che hai ricevuto nella busta sigillata.
L’esame di lettura dura 70 minuti.

L’esame è composto da quesiti a corrispondenza, quesiti a scelta multipla e quesiti combinati a 
completamento.
•  Nei quesiti a corrispondenza collega ogni contenuto, contrassegnato con un numero,  

solo con un contenuto corrispondente, contrassegnato con una lettera (quesito 1).
•  Nei quesiti a scelta multipla scegli solo una delle risposte offerte (quesito 2).
•  Nei quesiti combinati scegli solo un contenuto che completa in modo più adeguato il testo 

(quesiti 3, 4 e 5).

Per risolvere questi quesiti, puoi scrivere sulle pagine di questo libretto d’esame. Le risposte 
devono essere contrassegnate con una X sul foglio per le risposte. Ogni risposta esatta 
porta un punto.1

Nella seconda pagina di questo libretto d’esame è indicato il modo di contrassegnare le risposte e 
il modo di correggere gli errori. Nella correzione degli errori occorre mettere una firma breve.  
È vietato firmare per esteso, con nome e cognome. 
Usa esclusivamente la penna a sfera di colore blu o nero.

Una volta risolti i quesiti, controlla le risposte.

Ti auguriamo tanto successo!

1 I punti in ognuna delle tre unità d’esame hanno una certa quota percentuale nel risultato finale. 

Questo libretto d’esame contiene 20 pagine, di cui 3 vuote.



Task 1
Questions 1-12

You are going to read an article in which people talk about the blogs they write.
For each question (1-12), choose one person from A-F. 
Mark your answer on the answer sheet.
There is an example at the beginning (0→A).

Bloggers

A Anna

I started blogging when I was 14 years old. At the age of 16 I began my own magazine, Prize. I 
tend to blog about my personal style, shopping trips, Prize itself and my inspirations. I get countless 
emails a day from readers, but the malicious comments are few and far between. If I ever do 
receive one it just gets deleted right away. It’s not worth my time, as I’m concentrating on the quality 
of my work, sharing my likes and dislikes and getting more advertising money from mainstream 
companies. 

B Ben

I’m a weightlifter, photographer, and world traveller. I also write blogs that blend together scientific 
research and the biographies of important figures. I enjoy passing on their tips on how to build 
habits that can improve your well-being. Actually, I’m often reviewing their texts or books, but what 
makes my blog unique is the selection of authors I choose to write about and my style. I like my 
posts to be relaxing but to include lots of useful details. And the technical aspects of starting a 
blog don’t have to be time-consuming at all. I’ve found the whole experience very easy-going and 
rewarding.

C Cate

When I started back in 2014, I didn’t think much about my age – I never felt intimidated or out of my 
depth while blogging about politics, and had always done my homework properly before writing. But 
then some bloggers couldn’t believe I was ‘only’ 15 and gave me a hard time in their comments. I 
was offended they were assuming a teenager couldn’t be an authority on politics. At the time, I even 
considered blogging about something else. As I moved into my college years, though, the tough 
schedule made me devote more of my time to studying politics. 

D Damon

Biscuit Bob is my healthy vegetarian food blog. If it just stopped there, it would be enough. But 
it’s more than that, because I’ve also incorporated stories and photos of my dog Bob. Cute dog 
photos will melt almost anyone’s heart, so using them in your blog can be a fun way to stand out. 
My example proves that by posting vegetarian food recipes with a little creativity, you can create 
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a prizewinning food and recipe brand. And this applies to all blogging subject areas. It’s hard to 
imagine that initially exposing myself like this made me feel really uncomfortable, and it took time to 
figure out what I wanted to blog about.

E Ellen

There was no grand design when I started blogging 14 months ago; I just wanted to write about 
music, film and lifestyle. It took me some time to get the blog up and running and I mostly 
concentrated on film reviews because that’s what really interested me. For ages no one read it, but 
then I was noticed by the national press, worked on my design and promotion and now I get roughly 
30,000 unique hits a month. But I can’t see myself doing this indefinitely. I’d sooner be a film director 
than a critic. 

F Frank

I’d say my blog is a longstanding and powerful one and is making readers live simpler, healthier and 
more mindful lives. I myself went from being depressed, stressed, unhealthy, and dissatisfied with 
my life and former job – to running a marathon, getting up early every morning, and writing each 
day. It didn’t happen overnight though. Rather, it came because I was able to slowly change my 
habits and ultimately my work and my life. This is a blog to read whenever you’re feeling anxious, 
lonely or sad. It advises you to keep it simple, slow down, and just breathe.

Which person...

0 began blogging when they were 14? → A

1 blogs less than they used to? 

2 won an award for their work? 

3 had their blog recognised by major newspapers? 

4 had a job they didn’t like? 

5 started a publication? 

6 ignores negative feedback? 

7 didn’t get any attention at first? 

8 says it doesn’t take long to set up a blog? 

9 shares other people’s advice in their blog? 

10 felt under pressure to change their field of interest? 

11 didn’t enjoy blogging at the beginning? 

12 is planning a change of career? 
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Task 2
Questions 13-18

Read the text below.
For each question (13-18), choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).
Mark your answer on the answer sheet.

The history of infectious diseases

In terms of infectious diseases, a pandemic is the worst case scenario. When an epidemic 
spreads beyond a country’s borders, the disease officially becomes a pandemic. Although infectious 
diseases existed during humankind’s hunter-gatherer days, it was the shift to agrarian life, about 
10,000 years ago, which created communities that made epidemics possible. Malaria, tuberculosis, 
influenza, smallpox and others first appeared during this period.

As we became more civilised, built more cities, forged trade routes to connect with other cities, 
and of course waged wars, the more likely pandemics became. The earliest recorded pandemic 
happened during the Peloponnesian War, in Athens in 430 BC. After the disease had passed 
through Libya, Ethiopia and Egypt, it crossed the Athenian walls just as the Spartans were laying 
siege to the city. As much as two-thirds of the population died. The symptoms included fever, thirst, 
sore throat and tongue, red skin and lesions. The disease, suspected to have been typhoid fever, 
weakened the Athenians significantly and was a crucial factor in their defeat by the Spartans.

The Antonine plague, which started in 165 AD, was possibly an early appearance of smallpox. It 
broke out among the Huns, who then infected the Germans, who passed it on to the Romans. And 
then returning Roman troops spread it throughout the Roman Empire. Symptoms included fever, 
sore throat, diarrhea and, if the patient lived long enough, skin sores. This plague continued until 
about 180 AD, claiming Emperor Marcus Aurelius as one of its victims.

Leprosy, though it had been around for ages, grew into a proper pandemic in Europe in the 
Middle Ages, resulting in the building of numerous leprosy-focused hospitals to accommodate the 
vast number of victims. A slow-developing bacterial disease that causes sores and deformities, 
leprosy was believed to be a punishment from God that ran in families. This belief led to moral 
judgments and the stigmatization of its victims. Today called Hansen’s disease, leprosy still afflicts 
tens of thousands of people a year, and can be fatal if not treated with antibiotics.

The Black Death entered Europe through Sicily in 1347 AD, when people with the plague arrived 
in the port of Messina from the Far East, and spread the disease throughout Europe rapidly. Dead 
bodies became so prevalent that many were not buried, creating a constant stench in European 
cities. England and France were so incapacitated by the plague that the countries called a truce to 
their Hundred Years War. The British feudal system collapsed as a result of the plague dramatically 
changing economic circumstances and demographics. It went on to decimate populations in 
Greenland, and the Vikings lost the manpower to wage battle against native populations, and their 
exploration of North America came to a halt.
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Following the arrival of the Spanish in the Caribbean in 1492, diseases such as smallpox, 
measles and bubonic plague were passed along to the native populations by the Europeans.  
With no previous exposure, these diseases devastated indigenous people, with as many as  
90 percent dying throughout the north and south continents. Upon arrival on the island of 
Hispaniola, Christopher Columbus encountered the Taino people, population 60,000. By 1548,  
the population stood at less than 500. This scenario repeated itself throughout the Americas. In 
1520, the Aztec Empire was destroyed by a smallpox infection. The disease killed many of its 
victims and incapacitated others. It weakened the population so they were unable to resist the 
Spanish colonizers and left farmers unable to produce needed crops. 

13 The writer says that infectious diseases

A are termed epidemics when they spread abroad.
B are considered worst case scenarios.
C affected hunter-gatherer societies.
D started about 10,000 years ago.

14 According to the second paragraph, the first pandemics

A were facilitated by cities and trade.
B caused wars in early civilisations.
C killed two thirds of the population.
D helped defeat the Spartans.

15 The Antonine plague

A was started by Roman soldiers returning to their homes.
B started among German troops fighting the Romans.
C was confirmed as the first outbreak of smallpox.
D infected a Roman Emperor.

16 The writer says that leprosy

A resulted in a focus on pandemics.
B was considered to be a divine penalty.
C kills tens of thousands of people a year.
D first appeared in Europe in the Middle Ages.
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17 According to the fifth paragraph, the Black Death

A was brought into Europe by travellers.
B spread to North America through the Vikings.
C made England and France go to war with each other.
D was made worse by economic circumstances and demographics.

18 A combination of smallpox, measles and the bubonic plague

A were found by Christopher Columbus on the island of Hispaniola.
B infected indigenous people before the Spanish invasion.
C helped the Spanish to conquer the Americas.
D brought down the Aztec Empire in 1520.
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Task 3
Questions 19-24

Read the text on the next page.
For each question (19-24), choose the sentence (A-H) that best fits the gap.
There are two sentences that you do not need. 
Mark your answer on the answer sheet.
There is an example at the beginning (0→I).
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Handwriting

Handwriting is a complex motor skill that is the combination of sensory, neurological, and  
physiological impulses. It incorporates factors such as visual perception and sensitivity, 
comprehension of form, central nervous system pathways, and the anatomy and physiology of the 
bones and muscles of the hand and arm. (0) ____.

Most people learn to write by reproducing letters from a copybook at a young age. (19) ____. It is 
based on each writer’s perception of the image and his or her ability (motor skills) to reproduce that 
visual perception. 

The act of handwriting is mastered through practice and repetition. (20) ____. They deviate from 
the copybook forms, adding their own individual characteristics. The writing becomes a pattern of 
the subconscious, habitual formations that are repeated from one writing to the next. 

Each person has their own unique style of handwriting, whether it is everyday handwriting or their 
personal signature. Although genes, the place where one grows up, and one’s first language are 
significant, other forces and ways of shaping words combine to create a unique style of handwriting 
for each person. (21) ____.

Experts have compared the handwriting of twins and other individuals. Twins typically share the 
same environmental influences, study in the same school systems at the same time, and, in the 
case of identical twins, share the same DNA. Therefore, one would expect the handwriting of twins 
to be more similar than the handwriting of other individuals. In fact, identical twins have been found 
to share a high degree of similarity in their handwriting. (22) ____. 

The comparison and evaluation of individual features or habits enable forensic experts to identify 
or exclude, if possible, a known writer as the source for any questioned script. Lay people observe 
only the features of the handwriting such as letter formation, size, or slope of the handwriting.  
(23) ____. These subtleties may differentiate between the handwriting of one person and other very 
similar ones.

Handwriting features that experts evaluate include the size and slope of the writing, pen 
pressure, pen lifts, the spacing between words and letters, the position of the writing on the 
baseline, height relationships, beginning and ending strokes, and line quality. (24) ____. Rather, it 
is proved through a combination of the significant features between the writings, with no significant 
differences.
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A A writer’s identity cannot be established through a single individual feature in the writing.

B Once this occurs, writers focus on the subject matter rather than the physical act of writing.

C However, these studies all found that trained experts were able to distinguish between the 
handwriting of twins.

D Even identical twins do not have the same handwriting.

E Because handwriting is relatively stable, so a change in the handwriting can be indicative of the 
nervousness of the writer.

F This ability to copy the letters varies from one child to the next.

G In contrast, experts can tell the difference between both the obvious features and the less 
conspicuous elements.

H Instead, the relationship between handwriting and personality has been firmly established.

I  All of these components combine to produce the desired output.
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Task 4
Questions 25-32

Read the text below. 
For each question (25-32), choose the answer (A, B, C or D) that best completes the sentence.
Mark your answer on the answer sheet.
There is an example at the beginning (0→A).

Climate and health

Changes in the Earth’s climate can affect public health, agriculture, water supplies, energy 
production and use, land use and development, and recreation. The nature and extent of (0) ____ 
effects, and whether they will be harmful or beneficial, will vary regionally and over time. 

The impacts on human health are complex, often indirect, and dependent on multiple societal 
and environmental factors (including how people respond to these impacts). Therefore, the 
development of appropriate health-(25) ____ climate indicators is challenging and still emerging. It 
is important for such indicators to be clear, measurable, and timely to (26) ____ understand the link 
between climate change and health effects.

Changes in climate affect the average weather conditions to (27) ____ we are accustomed. 
These changes can result in multiple threats to (28) ____ health and wellbeing. Warmer average 
temperatures will likely lead to hotter days and more frequent and longer heat waves, which could 
increase the number of illnesses and deaths. Increases in the frequency or (29) ____ of extreme 
weather events, such as storms, could increase the risk of dangerous flooding, high winds, and 
other direct threats to people and property. Warmer temperatures could also reduce air quality 
by increasing the chemical reactions that produce smog, and, along with changes in precipitation 
patterns and extreme events, could enhance the spread of some diseases.

In addition, climate change (30) ____ require adjustments on larger and faster scales than in the 
past, presenting challenges to our welfare and the economy. The more extensively and more rapidly 
the climate changes, the larger the potential effects on society. The extent to which climate change 
will affect different regions and sectors of society will depend not only on the sensitivity of those 
systems (31) ____ climate change. It will also depend on their ability to (32) ____ to or cope with 
climate change. Populations of particular concern include the poor, the elderly, those already in poor 
health, the disabled, and indigenous peoples.

0 

A these
B those
C some
D any
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25

A conscious
B related
C connected
D relative

26

A better
B proper
C extra
D more

27

A what
B that
C where
D which

28

A person
B human
C mankind
D people

29

A austerity
B rigour
C severity
D hardness
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30

A could
B should
C ought to
D must

31

A for
B to
C with
D of

32

A address
B adopt
C advise
D  adapt
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Task 5
Questions 33-40

Read the text on the next page.
For each question (33-40), choose the answer (A-K) that best completes the sentence.
There are three options that you do not need. 
Mark your answer on the answer sheet.
There is an example at the beginning (0→L).
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Why many Swedes don’t speak to strangers

In many cultures, striking up a conversation with a stranger is the norm, and (0) ______ even lead 
to a budding friendship. But not for most Swedes. In Sweden, casual chattiness is (33) ______ as 
needless since conversation is used for exchanging real, meaningful information. Here, small talk is 
(34) ______ to be futile, and is referred to as kallprat (“cold talk”) or dödprat (“dead talk”). To prevent 
ending up in these situations, many Swedes have made an art of avoiding eye contact with strangers 
and acquaintances they might come across in the street by looking at their phones or staring at 
shopping windows (35) _______. For Swedes, the purpose of talking is to exchange meaningful 
information and (36) _______ in purposeless chit-chat simply isn’t valued.

Visitors to Sweden who attempt to start an informal conversation with a shopkeeper or waiter, even 
with the local greeting of hej, are likely to (37) ______ met with a flat hej in response, often with a 
subtext of faint irritation or mistrust. Experts say this reserve could be (38) ______ Sweden being a 
sparsely populated country in a relatively vast landscape, whereby for hundreds of years, people grew 
accustomed to rarely speaking with those outside their immediate circle.

Another hypothesis is that this aversion to chit-chat could be linked to relatively low levels of 
immigration to Sweden until the 1960s. Minimal exposure to other cultures historically meant that 
Swedes were less inclined to (39) ______ up this decidedly un-Swedish practice.

Yet, (40) ______ their seemingly cool and reserved exterior, Swedish people will almost always 
be polite. Expect them to be friendly, albeit simply in a different way to those from more talkative 
cultures. In a country that reveres simplicity and practicality, it’s best not to talk without a reason.
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A be

B engaging 

C seen

D due to

E take

F too

G having

H instead

I look

J despite

K thought 

L could
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